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I received my Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Elementary Education from the College of William and Mary.  I wrote an honors thesis in Psychology, investigating the development of self-esteem, particularly positive body image, and completed my student teaching right here at Matthew Whaley under the guidance of fellow third-grade teacher, Susan Alis.


I am originally from a suburb of Petersburg, VA, and my family still lives there.  Here in Williamsburg, I share an apartment with two of my good friends from college and an adorable cocker spaniel named Daisy.


I look forward to getting to know all of you this year as our class journeys through a fascinating world of simple machines and life cycles, fractions and 3-D shapes, plot structure and author’s purpose, Greece and Rome, and famous explorers.  Third grade is such an exciting year, and I am eager to share it with your child!


If you have any questions or concerns, or if you would like to volunteer with our class at any point, please do not hesitate to contact me: (555)123-4567 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:errain@wm.edu" ��errain@wm.edu�  I would be happy to talk with you about anything you feel is important to your child’s success in my class!






































Homework: Your child will have reading, math, and science/social studies homework every night Monday-Thursday, as well as reading homework on Friday.  Every morning, your child will have time to write down the homework for that night in his/her planner – please remind your child that it is his/her responsibility to make sure this is done! 


Reading Bag: Your child will bring home a large Ziploc bag every night that contains his/her reading journal and homework as well as the book(s) he/she is currently reading.  Please make sure your child is reading at least 20 minutes each day, and be aware that their homework on some nights will be to get your signature indicating that they have read.


Home Folder: Your child has received a laminated purple Home Folder.  Any worksheets your child has for homework, important forms, or letters for you will be in the right side of this folder at the end of the day.  If something needs to be signed and returned, please place it in the left side of the folder for us to collect in the morning.


Parent Pack: The Parent Pack is a manila folder that will come home with your child every Friday night.  This packet contains your child’s completed assignments for the week as well as any school or classroom information that we need to communicate with you.  Please review everything in this folder over the weekend and keep it at home unless it needs to be signed and returned. 


Behavior Cards: We will use a green, yellow, and red card system to indicate behavior throughout the day.  Everyone will start the day on green, and I will mark each student’s planner (underneath their homework for the night) with a star corresponding to the color of their behavior card at the end of the day.






































About Miss Rainey





Classroom Procedures





Reading


This week we will be learning about realistic fiction and personal narratives.  We’ll be writing our own personal narratives and sending them home on Friday!


Math


We’ll be working on place value this week.  Please practice at home.


Science/Social Studies


This week and next week are science weeks, and we will begin investigating Earth’s cycles: day and night, the lunar cycle, tides, and seasons.
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Reminders to Parents 





In Reading and Language Arts we will learn all about different types of literature and writing genres.  We will be doing lots of writing on our own!


In History and Social Studies we will learn about civics and economics, in addition to studying Mali, Greece, Rome, and Egypt.


In Science we will investigate Earth and its cycles, animal adaptations, and simple machines.  We will also complete our own Science Fair projects!


In Math we will round, estimate, regroup and compare all year!  We will learn how to multiply and divide, talk about time, and expand our knowledge of fractions and decimals.



































Superstar Students!































































































We are all superstars this week!  We’ve had a great time getting to know each other during our first week in Room 109, and we’re looking forward to an awesome year!  We’ve played lots of fun games to learn each others names and to see what we already know from our first few years of school.  I am really impressed with how well everyone has behaved and how much they already know.  Give yourselves a pat on the back, third graders!





Please check your school supply list to make sure your child has everything he/she needs for the year!


Remember to sign up for an Ed-Line account so you can stay up-to-date on what’s happening in our class!





Reminders to Students





Back-to-School Night! 


Tuesday, September 6, 7:30 P.M.


Walking Field Trip to CW


Friday, September 9, 10:00 A.M.


School Assembly


Friday, September 9, 2:30 P.M.


Our principal, Mrs. Noonan, will welcome everyone back to school and introduce the administration and a number of school staff members.  This will be followed by a special performance from our friends at Berkeley Middle School!


 














This Week’s Highlights
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Share your planner, home folder, parent pack, and reading bag with your parents and let me know if you have any questions about how we will use these throughout the year! 
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